
Minutes of Worton Parish Council held on Monday 5th February 2024 in Worton Village Hall at 7:00pm.    

Present: Cllr Barry Devine (BD /Chair), Cllr Richard Slack (RS/Vice Chair), Cllr Patricia Goodenough (PG), Cllr Chris Collins (CC), Cllr Dicky Parsons (DP)

Also present: Anthony Higgins

Apologies: Cllr Malcolm Powell (MP), Cllr Nick Stokes (NS), Cllr Rob Goss (RG), Jules Slack (Clerk)

	101/23/24
	Apologies for absence: The Chairman received apologies for absence from Jules Slack, Malcolm Powell, Nick Stokes, Rob Goss
	

	102/23/24
	Declaration of members interests: 

	

	103/23/24
	Minutes of meeting held on 8th January was proposed by RS, seconded by PG,  and agreed by all that the minutes were an accurate record. The minutes were signed.
	

	
	The Chairman declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open session for 15 minutes where members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of the business on the agenda.

Matt Campbell-Hill – Millenium Jubilee Walkway
Query whether any special status was granted to roads where walkway was designated. BD confirmed it is an honorary title only, no special status or maintenance needed.
 

	

	104/23/24
	Anthony Higgins (in attendance at the meeting ) has indicated his interest in filling the casual vacancy on the Council. He gave brief details of his experience and interest in the role. Following a proposal by BD supported by PG he was unanimously voted onto the Council. It was noted that he will need to sign the appropriate documentation / declaration in due course.

	

	105/23/24



	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – TR

Budget set by Wiltshire Council with additional monies found for gully cleaning. 
Council tax will increase by the maximum allowable, 2.99% plus 2%.

Semington Brook/ Mill Leat
Further to the recent report from The River Doctor and as discussed at Worton Parish Council it is clear that there are a range of objectives with individual parishioners and the community having differing interests regarding this matter.  As such, I propose to formalise the communications and establish a steering group focused on securing the wider community interests.  I will circulate a draft Terms of Reference shortly - I envisage that the steering group will include representatives from Worton and Marston Parish Councils, Wiltshire Council (Natural Environment and Rights of Way Officers) and the Environment Agency. 
 
	

	 106/23/24
	Transport and Road Safety (RS/DP) 
LHFIG meeting update – RS provided.
LHFIG meeting – D Munns Chaired.  Seend made a strong representation c20/Bell Hill, bus/car accident at top of hill.  Looking at ways to make junction safer. Need to also consider traffic patterns at Black Dog and c20/Bell Hill.  Physical barrier at A361 entry to Blackdog.  Need to acquire land to change roads, one landowner not supportive.  How to take individual Parish matters into the LHFIG meeting.  High St improvement concepts to go to LHFIG.  Highways engineer (Jamie) and Richard/Bob walked the High St to demonstrate issues.  Two solutions 1. Central section of hwy (school to far side of pub) where road narrows, and where pavement is not on both sides of road.  Proposal to put second crossing to join the two pavements.  Also proposal for road markings for car parking designated areas.  Considering proposal of physical barriers for designated parking areas.  Richard proposal for crossing at pub to be a raised crossing.  Need to think about pros and cons of raised crossing, e.g. noise.  Vote on this in next month’s meeting to get it on to LHFIG agenda.
2. Progressing the speed limit reduction to reduce from 50 to 40 at East Side of village. Written proposition to go in Bridge for feedback and then discuss at next Parish meeting.  
3. Devizes Area Board Highway Matters as part of the Area Board meeting, Director of Highways will be present so parish council should attend/have representation on 26th February
4. Need to identify and communicate roadways where flooding/water runoff issues are occurring.  Circulate areas to residents - Bridge/FB.

Discretionary Gully Service to take place from 26th February to 1st March.

Potterne Solar Farm – main concern was route for construction traffic which would cause issues in Worton. RS to respond to planning. 


	

	107/23/24
	Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (MP/NS/RG/CC) 

Environmental Working Group Update (PG/BD) 
Walkway Committee for Plaque installation – As Councilor Powell was unable to attend the meeting it was not appropriate to agree the terms of reference as had been planned. There was some confusion as to the terms and constitution of the Walkway Committee that PG gave detail of and its relation to the new Working group - this needs to be clarified at the next meeting. PG gave details of the residents who had agreed to participate and has submitted an application for funding from the Community Fund. A notice regarding the application needs to be placed in the Bridge and also on the Council Website.

Village Hall kitchen project - update on funding (BD)
Veronica Franklin (trustee chair) has contacted us requesting a written guarantee of the funding support previously agreed in principle, in order to complete applications for other grants. BD has indicated that we are still needing evidence of satisfactory tendering before releasing funds, which has not occurred yet, though we understand that the process is progressing. In the interim we are willing to repeat our support in principle, but cannot actually guarantee. This has been communicated to Veronica with a view to confirmation at the March meeting.  

Hedge Trimming (Ed Marks), Christine Purchas asked whether this will be happening on remainder of Church Lane.





	c


	
108/23/24
	
Planning (DP/NS)

a) Newland Homes update
-Initial work to start second week of January with house works end of February
b) To consider the following applications: 

	App number
	Address
	Description


	PL/2024/00414
	Eden House, Mill Road, Worton SN10 5SF
	Single storey extension to front and rear of house plus small porch. 
NO OBJECTIONS

	Decisions: 
	
	

	
	
	




	


	
109/23/24
	
Community and Learning
Nothing to report.

	

	110/23/24
	Communications

	

	111/23/24
	Finance:

Agreed half yearly accounts. Bring forward to next meeting.
Proposed DP, seconded BD


	Payable to
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	Admin J Slack
	
	
	£455.61

	J Slack – WFM allowance
	         
	
	£26.00

	Total
	
	
	£481.61

	
	
	
	



	

	112/23/24
	Items to be considered for the agenda for the next meeting and questions to the Council (a question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. The chairman of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given) 

· Village Hall funding application
· Environment working group / Walkway Committee
· Name for new housing development
· Annual Parish Meeting
· Mill Leet / Semington Brook


	

	113/23/24
	Key messages:
New councillor (Anthony Higgins)
Updates on highway issues

	

	
	Date of next meeting: Date of next meeting: Monday 4th March 2024. This will be held at 7:00pm in Worton Village Hall. 
	




Signed: ………………………………..	…                Date: ……………………..
