
Minutes of Worton Parish Council held on Monday 8th January 2024 in Worton Village Hall at 6:00pm.    

Present: Cllr Barry Devine (BD / Chair), Cllr Richard Slack (RS / Vice Chair); Cllr Malcolm Powell (MP), Cllr Nick Stokes (NS), Cllr Patricia Goodenough (PG), Cllr Chris Collins (CC), Cllr Rob Goss (RG)

Also present:  Pam Woods, Bob Mitchell, Lionel and Catherine Dawson

Apologies: Dickie Parsons

	89/23/24
	Apologies for absence: The Chairman received apologies for absence from Dicky Parsons
	

	90/23/24
	Declaration of members interests: 

	

	91/23/24
	Minutes of meeting held on 4th December was proposed by RS, seconded by NS,  and agreed by all that the minutes were an accurate record. The minutes were signed.
	

	
	The Chairman declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open session for 15 minutes where members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of the business on the agenda.
 
PG put forward as local liaison officer for Worton Leat breach. All agreed.

Introduced new magazine editors, Lionel and Catherine Dawson.

	

	92/23/24



	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – TR
Home Upgrade Grant Scheme (HUGS) - do you qualify?  Wiltshire Council has been  successful in securing more than £3.6m government funding for home energy efficiency upgrades.  This funding will allow the council to support retrofitting in owner-occupied and privately rented homes (landlords with no more than four properties).  The qualifying criteria are:
· not connected to mains gas
· have an energy performance certificate (EPC) rating of band D-G
· household income of less than £31,000
The retrofits will include:
· energy efficiency measures such as wall and loft insulation
· low-carbon heating technologies such as heat pumps
· renewable technologies such as solar PV
· smart measures such as smart heating controls
It would be great if qualifying residents in Worton could take advantage of this brilliant opportunity for warmer and more energy efficient homes.  Please contact me at  tamara.reay@wiltshire.gov.uk or 07711 824864 for more information.
Semington Brook / Mill Leat
Residents will be aware of the continuing issues affecting Semington Brook and Mill Leat which have been exacerbated by the recent bad weather.  TR reported that she was pleased that a contractor is now undertaking remedial work at Mill Leat and would continue to work alongside Worton and Marston Parish Councils to ensure that the Environment Agency is fully engaged towards a longer-term solution, which will see local rights of way reopened.
In response RS restated (for the record) that Worton Parish Council would continue to liaise with all parties to support a reopening of the footpath.  However, the PC did not, and should not have a role in bringing about remedial works to the river banks.  This remained the responsibility of the landowners and the Environment Agency. The PC were in agreement.
Road Safety in Worton
Thank you to the Worton Community Speedwatch (CSW) and Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) team.  TR was pleased that the number of vhicles that the CSW has reported vehicles to the police has reduced significantly, but it is sobering that there are  nearly 1.25m vehicle movements per annum on Worton High Street.  TR’s priorities for 2024 include campaigning for further measures to improve road safety on Worton High Street and TR will be working alongside Worton Parish Council on this over the coming months.  Meanwhile, Devizes Area Board is holding a special "Highways Matters" event on Monday 26 February at 6:30pm at Needham House, Victoria Road, Devizes.  Senior Highways Officers and the Cabinet Member will be present - all are welcome and TR hopes to see you there.  


	

	 
	Transport and Road Safety (RS/DP) 

· BM provided update on road speeds, showing significant reduction in speeds. 295 vehicles were recorded by CSW travelling over 35mph during the period 1 January 2023 – 31 December 2023, a reduction from 656 over the same period in 2022.
· RS/TR raised question of 20mph speed limit in village. Suggested using MetroCount in centre of village to demonstrate current speeds. RS to progress discussions with Gareth Rogers about possibility of using MetroCount.

	

	94/23/24
	Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (MP/NS/RG/CC) 

· MP updated on setting up village Working Group, name of group, terms of reference and draft plan to be agreed at next meeting (to include Jubilee Walkway).
· Jubilee Walkway – BD updated on fitting of plaques. PG looking for volunteers to get involved with actual fitting and also to submit application for Solar Funding.
	c


	95/23/24
	Planning (DP/NS)

a) Newland Homes update
-Initial work to start second week of January with house works end of February
b) To consider the following applications: 

	App number
	Address
	Description


	N/A
	
	

	Decisions: 
	
	

	PL/2023/01994
	Manor Farm House
	Adaption of outbuildings. Approved with conditions

	PL/2023/07762
	Worton House
	Demolition of outbuilding, construction of new single storey garage. Approved with conditions




	


	
96/23/24
	
Community and Learning
Nothing to report.

	

	97/23/24
	Communications
Nothing to report.

	

	98/23/24
	Finance:

a) MP presented budget and precept. Agreed. MP proposed and PG seconded.


	Payable to
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	Admin J Slack
	
	
	£455.61

	J Slack – WFM allowance
	         
	
	£26.00

	Worton & Marston Village Hall
	
	
	£96.00

	Mark Goddard
	
	
	£897.00

	Total
	
	
	£1,474.61

	
	
	
	



	

	99/23/24
	Items to be considered for the agenda for the next meeting and questions to the Council (a question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. The chairman of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given) 

· Environmental working group terms of reference.
· Sign off the accounts as at end of December.


	

	100/23/24
	Key messages:

· Update on sluice gates
· Working group update
· Strimming of verges in Back Lane

	

	
	Date of next meeting: Date of next meeting: Monday 5th February 2024. This will be held at 7:00pm in Worton Village Hall. Chris Collins agreed to take minutes as Clerk is unable to attend.

	




Signed: ………………………………..	…                Date: ……………………..
