
Minutes of Worton Parish Council held on Monday 7th October 2024 in Worton Village Hall at 6:45pm.    

Present: Cllr Barry Devine (BD Chair), Cllr Richard Slack (RS/Vice Chair), Cllr Malcoln Powell (MP), Cllr Chris Collins (CC), Cllr Anthony Higgins (AH), Dickie Parsons (DP), Cllr Nick Stokes (NS)

Also present: Tracy Joyce, Lionel Dawson, Bob Mitchell, Belinda Eastwood (White Horse Housing), Tegan and family & friends


	77/24/25
	Apologies for absence: The Chairman received apologies for absence from Cllr Rob Goss, Cllr Patricia Goodenough.
	

	78/24/25
	Declaration of members interests: 
RS declared an interest in the Clerk’s salary and maintains his position of not participating on discussions and approvals of payments to the Clerk.
	

	79/24/25
	Minutes of meeting held on Monday 8th September proposed by RS, seconded by AH, and agreed by all that the minutes were an accurate record. The minutes were signed.

	

	
	The Chairman declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open session for 15 minutes where members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of the business on the agenda.


	

	80/24/25
	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – TR
Reported that Black Dog improvements are due to start in Spring 2025.

	

	81/24/25
	Transport and Road Safety (RS/DP) 

RS to attend LHFIG on 22/10 to confirm traffic safety improvements to High Street have PC support. 
	

	82/24/25
	Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (MP/NS/RG/CC)

· Use of Section 106 payments for improvements at Sandleaze: 
· Off-site play area contribution of £27,855.36 for equipped play which would enable an upgrade to the existing play area located adjacent to the Development
· Sports contribution of £10,670 to go towards Sandleaze playing field. 
· Brownies / Tegan Ganuszko and friends contributed ideas.  

· Best Kept Village 2025 (NS) – to produce detailed plan of work and timeline for the November meeting.

· Flood plan – RS to work with Wiltshire Council to update Parish Council flood plan. 

	


	83/24/25
	Planning (DP/NS)

a) Belinda Eastwood, Operations Director of White Horse Housing, explained that White Horse Housing have purchased the affordable houses at Sandleaze from Newland Homes, and wanted to allocate both affordable rental homes and part ownership homes by January 2025. BE detailed the process for applications, which are very tight. Members of the community who are interested should contact White Horse Housing as soon as possible. Details to be placed on local FB pages and PC website. 
b) Parish Council agreed to consider its response to the proposed development of a solar farm in Poulshot when planning application had been submitted. 
c) To consider the following applications: 

	App number
	Address
	Description


	PL/2024/07962
	Sandleaze Farm, High Street, Worton SN10 5RU
	Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of 2 detached dwellings, associated garages and landscaping. Objection: proposed by NS and seconded by AH based on density, lack of garden, visual impact as you enter village, visual splay. One house would be preferable. 


	PL/ 2024/079976
	3 Mill Road / Orchardleigh, Worton
	Proposals for a new build detached dwelling. 
Comment: request for planning officer to consider the aspect of the eastern elevation from the Semington Brook footpath through the conservation area.




	


	84/24/25
	Community and Learning
N/A

	

	85/24/25
	Communications:
· Gardening Club raised concerns about the safety of the commemorative crab apple tree. PC to liaise with parties involved to agree an outcome.
	

	86/24/25
	Finance:
a) The PC noted that the external auditors report for AGAR 23/24 had been published on the PC Website on 29 September.
b) The PC agreed that Charlton Baker would take over payroll and PAYE responsibilities for the Clerk salary in line with internal audit recommendations, at an annual cost of £216 +VAT pa. Proposed MP seconded by BD
c) NP presented monthly banking reconciliation for September 2024. Agreed.
d)  No maintenance was required for defibrillator at this time – the battery remains in date.
e) Finance:  MP proposed, AH seconded the following payments. 
 
	Payable to
	
	     Net
	VAT
	Gross

	J Slack
	Salary
	
	
	£397.00

	J Slack
	Admin Allowance
	
	
	£26.00

	HMRC
	PAYE
	
	
	£99.25

	Eukhost
	Website hosting
	62.48
	£12.50
	£74.98

	PKF Littlejohn
	Review of AGAR
	£210.00
	£42.00
	£252.00

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	£849.23

	Inter account transfer:

	Date: 
	n/a
	Amount:
	 



	

	
	
	

	87/24/25
	Items to be considered for the agenda for the next meeting and questions to the Council (a question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. The chairman of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given).
Budget / Reserves
Check on play equipment consultation
	

	88/24/25
	Key messages:
Play equipment
White Horse Housing update

	

	
	Date of next meeting: Monday 4th November 2024 7:00pm in Worton Village Hall. 
	




Signed: ………………………………..	…                Date: ……………………..
