
Minutes of Worton Parish Council held on Monday 8th September 2024 in Worton Village Hall at 7:00pm.    

Present: Cllr Barry Devine (BD Chair), Cllr Richard Slack (RS/Vice Chair), Cllr Malcoln Powell (MP), Cllr Chris Collins (CC), Cllr Rob Goss (RG), Cllr Patricia Goodenough (PG), Cllr Anthony Higgins (AH), Dickie Parsons (DP)

Also present: Lionel Dawson, Bob Mitchell, Christine & David Johnson, Ed Bodman, Alan Midgeley, Bill Francis


	65/24/25
	Apologies for absence: The Chairman received apologies for absence from Cllr Nick Stokes, Tamara Reay
	

	66/24/25
	Declaration of members interests: 
RS declared an interest in the Clerk’s salary and maintains his position of not participating on discussions and approvals of payments to the Clerk.
	

	67/24/25
	Minutes of meeting held on Monday 1st July proposed by RS, seconded by RG, and agreed by all that the minutes were an accurate record. The minutes were signed.

	

	
	The Chairman declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open session for 15 minutes where members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of the business on the agenda.

Christine Johnson  - WWII event for September 6th 2025. Paul from Five Lanes School and Rob Goss on committee. Request for insurance cover for event, amount tbc. 

	

	68/24/25
	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – TR

Update attached in absence.

	

	69/24/25
	Transport and Road Safety (RS/DP) 

Salt bins fine, no refills required.
Following last winter's flooding of Semington Brook, the PC undertook to review the village flood plan in collaboration with Wiltshire Council (as the Local Lead Flood Authority). Actions: Clerk to circulate current plan. RG to review internally. RS to liaise with TR to identify how Wiltshire Council can support this work.

LHFIG to meet on 22nd October and to consider Worton’s proposal to increase road safety in the centre of the High Street.
RG raised issue of drain blockages throughout the village. RS to liaise with Parish Steward. 

	

	70/24/25
	Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (MP/NS/RG/CC) 

Village Hall update – 
The Parish Council approved the payment of £10K from the reserve account to the Village Hall Trustees to support the Village Hall kitchen project. Proposed by RS and seconded by CC.

The Parish Council approved the application of the Village Hall Trustees to the Community Fund for £12,327 to support the Village Hall kitchen project – Proposed by AH and seconded by DP. To note: this initiative had been discussed in previous PC meetings, where it was agreed in principle that WPC would support an application above the standard limits as the Community Fund had recently accrued capital given a shortage of recent funding applications. 

ROSPA – report received, minor issues to be addressed. DP to address the minor issues. 

Inspections took place by CC in Whatleys and Sandleaze during August and no significant issues were identified.

	


	
71/24/25
	
Planning (DP/NS)

a) NPPF – it was agreed that whilst individuals may wish to submit comments to the consultation on the National Planning Policy Framework, WPC does not have a specific view on national planning policy and will continue to review each planning application on an individual basis. 

b) To consider the following applications: 

	App number
	Address
	Description


	PL/2024/06384
	9 Mill Head, Worton SN10 5SJ
	No comment – noted during summer break. 

	PL/ 2024/07852
	Manor Farm House, 63 High Street, Worton SN10 5RU
	No comment.

	PL/2024/07781
	Mill House, 5 Mill Road, Worton SN10 5SF
	No comment.




	


	
72/24/25
	
Community and Learning
N/A

	

	73/24/25
	Communications:
· Alan Midgley, Worton Sluice. BD confirmed WPC is not able to provide financial support. However, WPC would engage with Wiltshire Council to identify if there are any sources of financial support for flood recovery, and to ensure optimal risk management for future flood risks. Action: RS to consult with TR (see 69/24/25 above).
· Alan Webb – has requested road signage for horses and riders. Any additional road signage would need to be approved by the LHFIG. Given that the majority of the route that AW is referring to, it was agreed that AW should ask Marston PC to consider taking this issue to the LHFIG. Action: Clerk to respond to AW.
· Speedwatch advice requested from Erlestoke. MP and DP to attend. Action: Clerk to request details of next meeting.
· Worton United Charities; BF to send information for placement on website. 
· Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust – WPC has agreed a policy that it will not use Precept funding to support external charities. 
· Tagen Ganuszko letter regarding play equipment for Sandleaze play park. Action: BD to draft letter in response. 
· PG – plaque supports ready for collection on 24th September. 

	

	74/24/25
	Finance:
a) AGAR, still with external auditor.
b) Outstanding actions from the internal audit recommendations are:
- PAYE; As part of the AGAR 2023 process, the internal auditor had recommended that the Clerk's payment methodology was reviewed. Best practice is to outsource payroll and PAYE responsibility. Clerk to investigate and get quotes for this service. To be presented to the next meeting for agreement.
- MP to prepare monthly banking reconciliation starting in September 2024.
c) Finance:  AH proposed, DP seconded the following payments. 

	Payable to
	
	     Net
	VAT
	Gross

	J Slack
	Salary
	
	
	£455.61

	J Slack
	Admin Allowance
	
	
	£26.00

	Community Insurance
	
	£355.94
	£42.71
	£398.65

	ROSPA 
	Play area inspection
	£78
	£15.60
	£93.60

	WALC
	Subs
	£221.02
	£44.20
	£265.22 

	W&M Village Hall
	Hire costs April – June 2024
	
	
	£80.00

	Village Hall Trustees from Parish Council 
	Village Hall kitchen project
	
	
	
£10,000

	Village Hall Trustees from Community Fund 
	Village Hall kitchen project
	
	
	£12,327

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	£23,646.08

	Inter account transfer:

	Date: 
	n/a
	Amount:
	 



	

	
	
	

	75/24/25
	Items to be considered for the agenda for the next meeting and questions to the Council (a question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. The chairman of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given).

Best Kept Village plan to be presented – NS
Plan for payments for Section 106 – All
Defibrillator - CC

	

	76/24/25
	Key messages:

	

	
	Date of next meeting: Monday 7TH October 7:00pm in Worton Village Hall. 
	




Signed: ………………………………..	…                Date: ……………………..
